
If people concentrated on the really important things in life, there'd be a shortage of fishing rods.
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Greetings fellow DFC’ers,
September is here, summer is coming to an end, the temps will ever so slowly begin to
go down….well that’s what the Farmers Almanac says.

We have some exciting events coming up. To start the month off we are hosting our Vet-
erans for our annual outing at The Links at Queen Creek golf course on Saturday September 
14th at 06:30 AM. See the flyer in the newsletter or see me at the meeting for more informa-
tion or if you’d like to help out.

Our annual trip to Fishheads and the San Juan River is September 23rd to the 28th. As
of this writing there were a couple of openings.

Members are back from the August trip to Loa Utah, from what I hear a good time was had 
by all and several nice fish had been caught. Catch all the details when Dick Brooks gives his 

report at the meeting.
This months speaker is Doug Ouellette, Doug will be giving us the scoop on Pyramid Lake Nevada. If you’re look-

ing for some big, some really big fish you don’t want to miss this.
See you at the meeting.
Tight Lines,
Frank Schettino

Don't forget about our Saturday September outing to the Links at Queen Creek.  
The address is 445 E. Ocotillo Rd. San Tan Valley.  We will meet at 6:30 a.m.  and end 
shortly after lunch.  This is a joint outing with the Project Healing Waters, with DFC 
providing leaders, flies and assistance to our veterans.  We will provide lunch to all 
who attend. (Hamburgers, hot dogs,  chips, soft drinks and water)

There are four lakes on the golf course property, and they all hold fish, primarily 
tilapia, carp, bass and bluegill.  In past years the fish have willingly taken stripped 
simi-seal leeches, ice cream cone midges, Joe's little man, red copper johns, as well 
as other standard trout flies like hare's ears and Prince nymphs.  There have also 
been some recent reports that small blue flies have worked well. Your standard 
trout tackles should work fine-3-5 wt. rods, floating or slow sinking lines, 5x tippet.

See you there!
Frank Schettino
DFC president and host for this outing
Call me: 917-414-5428  •  sketno1026@hotmail.com

DFC September 14 Outing to Queen CreekREMINDER...

Come meet-up with us Trout Bums...6:00 Dinner... 7:00 Club Meeting,  
followed by your monthly program along with fun and raffle prizes!

Pyramid Lake - “Land of the Giants",- with Doug Ouellette

DFC Club Meeting September 11, 2019

More on page 7
Pyramid Lake



Okay...Just wanted to double check with you fly tiers...Did you try putting together 
any “Corkers?" OMG they be small! Hope those small flies held some interest...I'd be 
interested in seeing some tied up sometime.  Speaking of small, I did carry an assort-
ment of soft hackle #18's I tied while fishing some of my favorite Michigan waters. 
And, when I moved out here back 20 years ago I fished Lees Ferry. The guide for that 
day tied on a small #22...Sure enough I caught a nice 23 incher...notice I said the 
guide "tied on."  OMG that be small!

This September issue holds much interest for all of us who love to fish- please 
check out the article on pages 8 & 9 regarding “Does Fishing Have A Future.” The 
article is a direct pick-up from the Wall Street Journal I came across.  I made it up orig-
inally as a separate mailing- sending it out to a few people that I’ve corresponded 
with over the years as editor of our DFC newsletter, many are out of state and over-
seas. The WSJ article did bring in some nice comments, and thoughts from some of 
those fishing bums I stay in touch with. The article stirred some thoughts- I’ve made 
mention of those on (page 9) the left side with the photos in which we might be 
inspired. And, thanks to our DFC Trout Bum friend, Jim Strogen, for information re-
garding what is being done today in keep the fishing sport alive and well in Arizona.

I encourage our DFC Trout Bum Nation to read both pages…Your comments are 
welcomed as always.  Perhaps, we as a club during one of our Wednesday gatherings 
might entertain an open discussion period regarding what we can do to keep more 
of all us fishing our lakes and streams. Let's all fan the flames and keep fishing alive!

Desert Fly Casters
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To advance the sport of fly 
fishing in Arizona through 
education, conservation 
and community outreach 
efforts by: 
• Providing Education 
classes and clinics on fly 
fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, rod  building and 
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve, 
restore, and enhance local 
and regional fisheries

• Making fishing 
approachable, enjoyable 
and safe in family friendly 
environment

• Promoting responsible 
angling practices

Bob McKeon, 
DFC Newsletter Editor, Graphic Guru, 
Head Wrangler of Stuff,  Certified 
Lawn Tosser of Old Rods an' things.   
Questions/Comments? 
Catch me at: 
rmckeon2@cox.net

Editor's Notes an' Ramblings...

Also as a side note…We'd like to thank 
DFC Trout Bum, Mark Edmiston, for his 
donation of his Custom Furled Leaders 
to be used with our Veterans- Project 
Healing Waters• Saturday, September 
14, 2019 the Links at Queen Creek , Mark 
was featured in our January 2019 News-
letter with his article: “Introduction or for 
some a re-introduction to Furled Lead-
ers.” Thanx Mark:} You can catch Mark at: 
mdedesignsllc@gmail.com

Take a kid fishing...
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Plan to join the Desert Fly Casters 57nd annual Pescador Extravaganza 
in Puerto Penasco, Mexico Wednesday October 16-Tuesday October 
22, 2019.  Make your reservations, and plan on paying a deposit,  Rocky 
Point gets busy this time of year.  Most of the activities will be staged from the 
Playa de Oro RV Park.  When you make your reservations tell them you are with 
the Desert Fly Caster group and they will try to put us together.  You can tent 
camp or bring your large motor home.  The park has water, sewer, and electrical 
hook ups and shower facilities.  Playa de Oro has rental trailers if you are not 
set up for camping.  The Hotel El Mirador is next door to the RV Park, and it 
usually sells out early.  There are condos available for rent on both sides of the 
trailer park.

Depending on how much time you have, some folks will arrive early and de-
part late. Some dates to keep in mind would be Friday October 18.  The tide chart 
is showing an out going tide that would be a favorable f loat from La Pinta (the 
second estuary) low tide at 10:00 AM.  That means have your gear ready, and be 
ready to launch at 8:00 AM.  (It’s 20 miles out of town.) That will give you time to 
leisurely fish across the estuary before the tide change.  The tide is unforgiving, 
and if you start too late or don’t have your gear ready, you will not get across the 
estuary against the tide.  Going with the tide is a very easy and pleasant way to 
use your pontoon boat, going against the tide is too much work.

After a hard day of fly fishing I look forward to the social on Friday evening.  
Everyone  should bring an appetizer to share, and a wine tasting usually breaks 
out.  Be sure to fix enough for your group and for those last minute guests that 
manage to come empty handed.  Fly fishing is the main topic and this is a good 
place to pick up on how to fish Rocky Point, what f lies to use, best knots to use, 
and the techniques that caught fish.

Saturday morning plan on launching at 8:30 AM, at La Pinta the tides look 
good for the Second Estuary.  Saturday evening is the Banquet and raffle that 
will be held at the El Captain Restaurant.  We will need items for the raff le table 
please see Vince if you have anything to donate, and we will need a volunteer to 
run the raff le. 

Sunday plan on fishing in smaller groups.  Explore some of the places that you 
have heard of, but maybe have not fished before.  You may wish to fish the Jetty, 
the First Estuary, or the RV Park to the Malecon. This is a good outing to keep 
fish for the January Fish Fry.  If you need to up your fish cleaning skills this is a 
good outing to use your filet knife.   Also I will have a box of f lies for the raff le 
that have caught many fish in Rocky Point.  Monday through Tuesday will be 
more fishing in small groups.

If this is your first time to Mexico the following informa-
tion should answer some of your questions.  Drive Time - four 
hours to drive from Phoenix and five hours to return home, 
more check points on the US side for the return trip.

Mexican Auto Insurance - a must have, purchase online, or 
stop in Ajo, AZ on the way down.  Another must have is your 
passport.  (If you do forget it may take a bit longer to reenter the 
USA)  You will not need a fishing permit unless you are in a real 
boat. (pontoon boats don’t count)  Do wear your PDF.

Puerto Penasco is safe - more murders and crime occurs in 
Phoenix every day than happens in Puerto Penasco in a year.  
The road from Lukeville-Sonoyta is a good blacktop road to 
Rocky Point and takes about one hour to drive.  There is a new 
coat of asphalt from town to the first estuary.

Restaurants - There are 120 restaurants in RP.  Everything 
from the humble taco cart to the very elegant Food Network 
kind of restaurant.  DFC favorites include Capone’s, La Curva, 
Casa del Capitan, and too many to list here.

Places to stay - Playa de Oro RV Park ($25 per night) I keep a 
trailer here and it’s my home base.  Hotel El Mirador is next to 
the RV Park for those who don’t want to camp.  Staying in the 
many condos that line the beaches is another popular option.  
I would recommend that you book early, many large groups 
schedule their events in Rocky Point this time of year.  Most of 
our social and educational events are at the RV Park.

Good source of information - “The Rocky Point Times” is a 
free newspaper that can be picked up around town, and is on 
the internet.  It has good current information.

Places to Fish - Mirador Beach at the RV Park is a good place 
to start, the first and second estuary are excellent places to fish, 
as well as Cholla Bay.  You can fish from shore, but you will do 
better if you use an inflatable pontoon boat and go with the 
tide.

The Catch of the Day - I have caught over 30 different spe-
cies of fish in the Sea of Cortez at Puerto Penasco.  The most 
common are Cabrilla, Trigger, Orange Mouth Corvina, Pom-
pano, Parrot, Grouper, Flounder, Bonefish, Grunt, and Sierra 
Mackerel.

Basic Fly Fishing Equipment - Minimum 6 weight rod, an 8 
weight is the rod of choice.  You will want a 200 grain sink-
ing line for your 6 weight, a 300 grain for your 7 weight, and a 
400 grain for your 8 weight.  My most used f ly is a #4 Clouser 
Minnow.  Good colors are white, chartreuse over white, red, 
yellow, pink and tan have all been the hot f ly of the day at dif-
ferent times.  It’s too warm for waders, but a fishing shirt, swim 
trunks, lots of sun block, a hat and polarized sun glasses are all 
good to have.  Bring your f loating line and some poppers, that 
can be fun with Pompano.  

Useful phone numbers - Playa de Oro RV Park 602 476 
2242, Hotel El Mirador 480 626 5841, Sea Side Reservations 
(condos) 480 282 8608.  Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing 
Hardware Guy - vince@ajbest.com 480 818 1796.

JOIN THE FUN! 
Desert Fly Casters 

57nd Annual
Pescador Extravaganza
Wednesday, October 16 thru

Tuesday October 22, 2019

Vince Deadmond
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 We all know to call 911 if there is an emergency.  I’ll bet many of us even have 
the police non-emergency numbers in our phone directories.  There is another 
emergency number that I’d suggest you add to your phone if you spend any time 
fishing, hunting, or enjoying the great outdoor opportunities in Arizona.  
    I have the Operation Game Thief Hotline number (800-352-0700) on my phone.  
It is staffed 24/7, and all calls are treated seriously.  Unfortunately I have had to 
call that number on a couple occasions, so I am glad that it was in my phone di-
rectory. 
    This seems a bit like preaching to the choir as you and those you are fishing with 
would never knowingly violate fishing regulations. My intent in writing this is 
sadly the results of a recent incident on Canyon Creek.  A friend was fishing with 
his grandson and encountered folks that were illegally taking a lot of fish.  There 
is no cell coverage there, and when he got into cell service range, he called me.  I 
gave him the Operation Game Thief Hotline number, which he called.  The case is 
currently under investigation. 
    There are ninety-seven wildlife/fish managers in Arizona.  They are part-time 
biologists and part-time law enforcement officers.  These hard working AZGFD 
employees often have an extremely large territory to manage.  When they encoun-
ter a game/fish thief, that workload only increases as they thoroughly investigate 
these crimes and bring offenders to justice.  
    That typically involves penalties within the court system, as well as penalties 
imposed by the AZGFD Commission regarding an individual’s hunting and fish-
ing privileges and reimbursement costs for the wildlife or fish taken illegally. 
    The regulations are clearly summarized in the fishing regulations book. As an 
example, the general statewide daily bag limit for trout is six fish.  That also means 
that you must stop fishing for trout once that daily bag limit has been reached.
     There are very specific regulations for fish possession limits for different waters 
in the state, and in some cases different portions of specific streams, or for differ-
ent times of the year.  It is important to know the regulation for the body of water 
that you intend to fish.  
     In Rim Country, there are several lakes and streams with different regulations.  
For example, the Green Valley Lakes, like many Community Fishing Program 
lakes in the state have a daily bag limit of just four trout.  Smaller Community 
Fishing Program ponds in the Valley have a bag limit of only two trout.
      Canyon Creek, has a daily limit of four trout in the upper section, but is 
restricted to catch and release, single barbless hook artificial f ly or lure in the 
unstocked lower section that is home to wild brown trout.  Horton Creek and the 
Upper East Verde River are streams that also have a catch and release require-
ment, with single barbless hooks, artificial f ly or lure stipulations.  Silver Creek 
has a catch and release season with hook restrictions that many of us enjoy from 
October 1st - March 31st. These are just a couple examples of waters near me.  
      These more restrictive regulations are in place to protect sensitive populations 
of fish, or to ref lect the smaller amount of fish stocked into certain waters so that 
everyone has a fair chance at success. 
      I almost always return my catch to the stream or lake when I fish unless I have 
injured a fish and it will not survive the release.  Many folks choose to keep their 
catch, which I fully support.  What I struggle with is when individuals take more 
than their share, or take them using illegal methods, and reduce the fishing suc-
cess opportunities for those of us that have followed the rules.
      We all make mistakes.You can certainly remind folks if you think that they 
didn’t know the daily bag limits for where you were fishing.   If it is uncomfort-
able, seems ineffective, is likely to become confrontational, or is a blatant viola-
tion, I encourage you to call the Operation Game Thief Hotline (800-352-0700) to 
inform AZGFD of what you observed.  Any photographic evidence that you can 
produce of the incident is valuable for the investigation of the crime.  
      I know that many of you are also hunters and the Operation Game Thief line 
is an important number for you have on hand to notify AZGFD of hunting viola-
tions as well. 
      We all need to take responsibility to protect these very valuable resources.  The 
Arizona Game and Fish Department can’t do it successfully without us! 

Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist - Life on the Fly - Payson Roundup  Newspaper
Catch Jim at: jimstrog@gmail.com  

Operation 
Game Thief 

Hotline
Jim Strogen

This sign was created and installed by the Mogollon 
Sporting Association to inform the public of the special 
regulations on Horton Creek to protect the wild brown 
trout population.

This sign notes the difference in 
regs for Upper and Lower Canyon 
Creek.

This sign partially funded 
by DFC is in the meadow 
below the OW Bridge on 
Canyon Creek.

This 
photo also 
includes a 
request to 
the public 
to return 
all grass 
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Fly Tying Corner

September Flies of the Month

Intermediate session on Wednesday, September 25,  2019 • 6:30 to 8:30 PM 
McQueen Park Recreation Field (Located on the 510 N Horne, Gilbert) 

Tom Horvath will be our guest tyer. 
We will tie a two Hopper variations.

Hook: 2499 Sp. BL  size 10-14
Thread: Veevus 12/0
Body: 2mm foam
Wing: Coastal Deer Hair
Legs: Rubber or Flex floss

Juanna be Hopper
Hackle: Brown rooster neck 
or saddle, trimmed short.
Body: Olive Krystal Chenille.
Underwing: Rainbow Krystal 
Flash.
Overwing: Cow or yearling 
elk hair.
Thorax: Bronze Arizona 
Synthetic Peacock dubbing

Amy's Ant

For more information or to sign up, send email to: 
Bob Harrison at:  harrn7963@aol.com or call/ text to 480 735 9743

Hook: #6-12 Tiemco 5262 or 5263.
Thread: Brown or tan 3/0 Monocord.
Underbody: 2mm tan Fly Foam.
Overbody: 2mm Tan, Rust, or purple 
Fly Foam.
Legs: Medium brown round rubber 
legs.
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Host: Billy Wingo
SAN JUAN RIVER TRIP - Plans are be-
ing finalized for the San Juan River trip 
and it is going to be a great fun filled 
trip.  As of now we have 14 people go-
ing so we have one opening on the first 
trip on Monday 9/23 and we have one 
opening for the trip on 9/26.  We need 
a lady angler for the trip on 9/26, if you 
are interested or know someone is , 
please have them get in touch with me 
as soon as possible.  All payments need 
to be made by the September meet-
ing or call me to make arrangements.  
Thanks everyone, we are looking at a 
great time together and great fishing.  
Billy 602-451-9459.  

SAN JUAN RIVER OUTING   •  September 23•24•25•26•27•28, 2019

Let's...Catch the Big Ones!

2019 DFC OUTINGS SCHEDULE

Joe
Staller
The Go-To Outings
Chairman Guy
joestaller@yahoo.com

Come along and hang with some of our local Vets. We’ll start off early at 6:30 AM 
just to beat the heat. Come out and join in along with adding a helping hand where needed. 
Lunch will be provided by one of the finest seasoned chefs in our DFC Trout Bum nation:  
Frankie the Chef. 
Note: We should need help here with some flies…Please... we need a couple of our crazies 
to tie some flies. Frankie the Chef sez he plans to hand them out to the Vets, personally, at 
the outing. So you should don’t disappoint him. 
Questions? Catch Host, Frank Schettino, DFC President at: 
sketno1026@hotmail.com or 917-414-5428

Project Healing Waters
Date:  Saturday • September 14, 2019 at 06:30 Sharp.
Location:  The Links at Queen Creek  •   445 E Ocotillo Rd.  •   San Tan Valley, AZ.
Lunch will be provided

PROJECT HEALING WATERS OUTING   •  September 14, 2019 • 06:30 AM
REMINDER...
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Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing

Pyramid Lake - Land of the Giants

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, is dedicated to the physical and emo-
tional rehabilitation of disabled active military service personnel and disabled 
veterans through fly fishing and associated activities including education and 
outings.

The Gilbert program of Project Healing Water Fly Fishing (PHWFF) has been 
steadily growing with the number of disabled veterans served.  We are look-
ing for volunteers with any fly fishing experience or knowledge.  As well as 
those with administrative and organizational skills.  The Gilbert PHWFF group 
meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 6:30PM (18:30) at the Spirit of Joy Lu-
theran Church, 1159 N. Greenfield Rd. Gilbert 85234.

At this time our greatest need is volunteers on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
to assist veterans tying flies.  You don’t need to be an expert fly tier!! We need 
people who can just assist the veterans.  

This is a very rewarding activity as our veterans sincerely appreciate all the ef-
fort of our volunteers.  Come and see how you can make a difference.

Please contact Desert Fly Casters and Project Healing Waters Fly Fish-
ing member “JC” Roberson at (480) 540-1428 or jcroberson.phwff@
gmail.com.

In this show “Pyramid Lake - “Land of the Giants, Doug O. chronicles the 
events that led to the demise of the GIANT Lahontan Cutthroat Trout ( some 
were over 60lbs.), that were native to Pyramid Lake backin the early 1900’s. 
The show tells the story of the amazing discovery and reintroduction of these 
same Lahontan Cutthroat Trout that were thought to be extinct. Some of 
these reintroduced trout are now growing to over 25lbs.! The show also covers 
angling techniques, fly patterns, leaders, rods, reels, weather situations, and 
fishing access.

BIO:  Doug Ouellette from Reno, Nevada has over 50 years of fly fishing ex-
perience starting in 1968. He is a licensed fly fishing guide at Pyramid Lake Nv. 
and is a Nevada “Master Guide” (#25845). He has been presenting comprehen-
sive fly fishing shows since 1985. His shows include “Pyramid Lake - Land of 
the Giants”, “Truckee River Trophy Trout”, “Nevada Stillwaters” and “Reading 
Waters. John Barr author of “Barr Flies” says of Doug in his book “Doug Ouel-
lette of Calvada Fly Fishing in Nevada, is one of the best stillwater fishermen 
in the country”. 

Over the course of several years on the water, Doug has developed some 
unique fly fishing techniques and fly patterns for both stillwaters and stream 
fishing. He is an Elite Angler with Pure Fishing / Hardy and is a contract fly 
designer for Umpqua Feather Merchants with 4 cataloged patterns.
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That is how Kayla Carlson, a stay-at-home 
mom in Jacksonville, Fla., and her family came 
to the sport. “Three years ago, my husband and 
I were looking for a fun Father’s Day activity for 
the family and decided to try fishing. We took 
our boys to a private pond. They loved it. We 
knew we had to learn more about it.”

Ms. Carlson, whose sons are now 6 and 5, 
found “Take Me Fishing” online, which directed 
her to a local fishing clinic. “It’s an awesome re-
source,” she says. “We all fish four or five times 
a week. The boys have caught hundreds of fish—
red drum, sharks, snapper, pompano, whiting. 
Sometimes we bring fish home to eat.”

This past May, Emily Negrin of Minneapolis 
stopped by an “Off the Hook” stand, a pop-up 
introductory fishing experience that RBFF is 
setting up across the U.S. Owen, her 7-year-old 
son, learned the basics of fishing from a volun-
teer. Ms. Negrin says he has been on the water 
nearly every weekend since then—and that has 
rekindled his grandfather’s interest in fishing. 
“My dad has a stockpile of fishing poles that he 
dusted off so he can fish with Owen,” says Ms. 
Negrin. “The two of them have a blast.”

RBFF is also trying to encourage more women 
to try the sport with its “Women Making Waves” 
initiative, with blogs written by women and so-
cial-media platforms on which visitors can share 
fishing photos and information. Those con-
nections are crucial, says Senior Vice President 
Stephanie Vatalaro, because while 45% of fish-
ing newcomers are women, they drop out of the 
sport at a high rate. “Only 19% of women who 
fish identify as an angler,” says Ms. Vatalaro. 
“They’re going into tackle shops and reading 
fishing magazines, but they don’t see themselves. 
And they’re not sticking around." 

While 45% of fishing newcomers are women,
they drop out of the sport at a high rate. 

‘Only 19% of women who fish 
identify as an angler,’ says Stephanie Vatalaro of the 

Recreational Boating & Fishing Foundation.

For young people, another inducement to 
try their hand at fishing can be found in high 
schools, where fishing teams compete for a spot 
in the High School Fishing World Finals. Teams 
fish for freshwater bass that are weighed and then 
released back into the water. This year’s finalists 
vied for nearly $3 million in scholarships from 60 
colleges that have their own fishing teams.

James Hall coaches one such high-school team 
near his Birmingham, Ala., home, and says that 
many team members wouldn’t fish otherwise. He 

Paul Harris remembers driving to the New Jer-
sey shore in a Ford Model A to go fishing with 
his father.

“Back in the 1940s, we’d go to the old Phipps 
estate for the weekend and fish for kingfish and 
croakers. Then we’d drive back home to Phila-
delphia, where the mothers and grandmothers 
were all waiting for the fish,” says Mr. Harris, 75, 
who still fishes that 10-mile stretch of shoreline, 
now known as Island Beach State Park.

Mr. Harris taught his two daughters to fish 
there in the 1970s, and he has fond memories of 
those times. “We were a crowd. Whole families 
would drive onto the sand and fish together. The 
older kids would help keep an eye on the young-
er kids. Now, you look up and down the beach, 
you see very few families fishing. You can’t get 
the kids outside anymore.”

Indeed, according to the Recreational Boating 
& Fishing Foundation (RBFF), children are less 
likely to go fishing as they get older: Those aged 
13 to 17 fish much less than those aged 6 to 12. 
That trend is contributing to a drastic decline in 
the popularity of fishing.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reports 
that the number of anglers in the U.S. increased 
from 33.1 million in 2011 to 35.8 million in 2016, 
but the number of total days they fished dropped 
precipitously—from 553.8 million to 459.3 mil-
lion, a 17% decrease.

What is keeping older kids off the water? In 
his book “Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our 
Children From Nature Deficit Disorder,” Rich-
ard Louv writes that loss of discretionary time 
and increased screen use keep young people 
indoors. But he thinks there is more at work. 
“Much of society no longer sees time spent in the 
natural world as ‘enrichment,’” Mr. Louv writes. 
“Technology now dominates almost every as-
pect of our lives. Children are conditioned at an 
early age to associate nature with environmental 
doom.”

Frank Peterson, president and CEO of RBFF, 
points out the need for the recreational fishing 
industry to find and mine new demographics. “I 
go to all the industry meetings. I’m a 67-year-old 
pale white male. I look out at the audience, and 
they all look like me. We need to attract more di-
verse audiences and women,” says Mr. Peterson, 
whose “Take Me Fishing” program (and “Vamos 
a Pescar,” its Spanish-language counterpart) 
provides newcomers with everything they need 
to know—from tackle recommendations and 
knot-tying videos to finding a place to fish.

too sees the young inspiring the old to return to 
the sport. “The first year I started coaching, we 
had six freshman kids. Two hadn’t been fishing 
in years,” Mr. Hall says. “The boats owned by 
one kid’s father and the other kid’s grandfather 
were collecting dust. The father and grandfather 
volunteered to be boat captains, which the team 
needs, and that reignited their passion for fish-
ing.”

Mr. Hall says his team crosses social divides. 
“Kids with long hair, jocks with short hair. Kids 
on the honor roll, kids who struggle to make Cs…
they all get along,” says Mr. Hall. “The grunge 
kid catches a fish, the jock shakes his hand and 
says ‘Way to go, bro!’”

After seeing the drop-off in young people 
fishing on his New Jersey beach, Mr. Harris ap-
proached staff at Toms River South High School 
five years ago and offered to help form and coach 
a saltwater fishing team. Students from all grades 
are on the 19-strong Fishing Indians team, and 
some of them had little to no fishing experience 
before signing up.

“We meet the kids on the beach, teach them 
how to tie knots and cast,” says Mr. Harris, who 
lobbied members of his New Jersey Beach Buggy 
Association, a local club, to donate tackle for the 
team’s use.

Meanwhile, tackle manufacturers as a whole 
seem slow to embrace a new demographic. Most 
exhibitors at the 2019 ICAST (International 
Convention of Allied Sportfishing Trades) trade 
show in Orlando, Fla., last month featured pho-
tos of white adult males holding big fish caught 
with the gear on display. Rod and reel maker 
Zebco, with its mural of photographs of young, 
racially diverse men and women engaged in a va-
riety of outdoor activities besides fishing—bicy-
cling, tending a campfire, swimming—was one 
exception.

Fishing eyewear company Flying Fisherman 
was another. The firm’s president, Pat Sheldon, 
said he introduced the Buoy Jr. Angler Polarized 
Sunglasses at this year’s ICAST to help cultivate 
young fishermen. The eyewear is sized for kids 
but performs identically to standard fishing 
glasses. “Same lenses as the adult models,” says 
Mr. Sheldon. “For kids to have a good fishing 
experience, they need to see what the adults are 
seeing.”
Mr. Toth is a writer and a former executive editor 
of Field & Stream

Does Fishing Have a Future?
As the young turn away from the sport, 
companies and schools look for new ways to reel them in
By Mike Toth

Credit: Article appeared in Wall Street Journal • Saturday, August 17, 2019
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YES...We Do Have a Fishing Future!
Let's all fan the flames and keep fishing alive!
A shared look at our fishing sport today...

Julia Randall Elementary School (JRE) and Rim Country Middle School (RCMS) 
After School Fly Fishers Program Summary Spring 2017- Fall 2019
(data collected prior to enrollment for the Fall 2019 JRE 201 class, 

which will start on September 9, 2019)

   

•  By the end of the 2019-2020 school year (with the addition of Spring 101 programs 
at both schools, the enrollment over four years will likely exceed 55 total students.  
•  The 101 sessions are two hours long and at JRE last 12 weeks. At RCMS, they last    
15 weeks.
•  The 201 sessions are two hours long and last 12 weeks at JRE and 15 weeks at 
RCMS.
•  To date, all of the students have caught fish with a fly rod.  Some of them have 
caught fish with flies that they tied as part of this program.  
•  Many students in the program reported that this was the first time that they have 
ever caught a fish.  Some of the students caught twenty or more fish on several fish-
ing outings during this program.
•  In Spring 2019, JRE students built 3 fish structures and RCMS students built 12 fish 
structures for deployment in Green Valley Lake.
•  Three students will have been in the program for four years, and another for three 
years.  All are good fly fishers, and skilled fly tyers.  These students have taken lead-
ership roles mentoring new students to the program and have taught aspects of 
the program.
•  Several students have taken advantage of the rod loan program through the 
schools to continue fly fishing during school breaks.  
•  Parents and siblings are encouraged to participate in the annual optional field trip 
to Tonto Creek and to go “bugging” on Tonto Creek to encourage family participa-
tion.  These field trips have been well attended each year.
•  The program has depended on support from a variety of willing volunteers.  
Funding for rods, and supplies as well as volunteer support has been provided by 
the Payson Flycasters’ Club/ Gila Trout Trout Unlimited Chapter and the Mogollon 
Sporting Association.  Both schools provide a staff member to assist in the program 
(and in the case of RCMS to drive students to and from the lake).  Payson School Dis-
trict After School Tax Credit monies have been used to purchase rod outfits for use 
by the students in the program as well as for use by students during school breaks.  
The Town of Payson Water Department funded and deployed the fish structures in 
GVL 3 that were built by JRE and RCMS students after initial instruction and assis-
tance from AZGFD.  

My fond memories go back to the Columbian River…1960’s….Just a few miles 
East of Dalles, Oregon. My Father & Brother (Luhr Jensen, SR & JR) would be there..
with many Indians who were casting their nets- The Indians would capture and 
sun dry their treasures. Then take home to areas where they lived…even as far 
away as the Dakota’s. 
We as FisherPeople must do what we can…Preserve and Enhance the wonderful 
“fish runs” we enjoyed back in the day.
Phil Jensen
Phil's Father & Brother started the Luhr Jensen Tackle Co. Phil was the last owner 
before selling to Rapala. Phil is 83 and lives in Florence, Oregon.

Bob, this was the topic at the ACA board meeting.  The consensus was that we 
need more electronic presence. I think DFC made a good move using Facebook and 
Instagram.   At the casting events there have been people from as far as Tucson 
that saw the meeting on Facebook.  I think if someone posted movies and pictures 
after events might help?  My own nephews are glued to iPads and hard to get them 
to cast or go fishing. 
Larry Allen, DFC Trout Bum
Bob
When I was a young boy, 60 years ago, my father said that hunting and fishing 
would be priced out for the common folk and  kids most likely would not be in-
terested in it. He was not that far off.  One of my two kids camp, fish and hunt.
Tom Horvath, DFC Trout Bum

Please Note: Six schools are across the street or next to AZGFD lakes or ponds  in-
cluding some in our area:  Chandler -Desert Breeze Park (2)  •  Tempe Kiwanis Lake 
(1)  •  Gilbert -Discovery Pond (1)  •  Gilbert Water Ranch Lake (1)  •  and 10 within a 
half mile.  In our immediate area:  Gilbert -McQueen Pond (1)
My hope is that we find ways to have our members become more engaged with 
kids in schools to help foster interest in fishing! 
Jim Strogen, DFC Trout Bum

Thank you Jim for your photos and the valued input.
Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist - Life on the Fly - Payson Roundup  Newspaper
Catch Jim at: jimstrog@gmail.com  

 JRE kiddo unhooking one of many fish he 
caught that day. Note the lanyard, tools, and 
flies supplied by PFC/GTTU for each 101 fly 
fisher for them to keep after the program



Monsoons!!, ???? WHERE’D They Go???? This is NONSOONS!!! It’s the end of August, and 
NOT ENOUGH RAIN has fallen across  the White Mountains, Mogollon Rim, and much of the State. 

SOME Fire dangers still in place, Some Streams are Not running (Like Spring Creek, 
tributary to Tonto Creek in the Hellsgate Area, recently reported DRY!.

Arizona Fisheries:
Lees Ferry: Very Recent “Fishing for Science” Fly-Fishing trips to Lees Ferry by Volunteer Anglers 
including DFC Trout Bums Tom Osterday and Jim Strogen, aided by guides from Terry Gunn and 
also Dave Foster, resulted in very good catches of rainbows, as part of the 2nd summer of “Bug Flow” 
experiments by the USGS Glen Canyon Monitoring & Research Center. Teams of Scientist backing up 
the anglers pumped Stomachs, measured the catch, and did Not hurt any Anglers in the process. Look 
for a future trip writeup in this newsletter by Jim.
In the Meantime, Still waiting on release of the NPS EA on Invasive Species (Brown Trout) control.
LUNA Lake: USFS has just completed (August 26) a Public Comment Period for Scoping of the Aera-
tion System Project for summer month’s operation to maintain adequate dissolved oxygen. It appears 
they will be reviewing (and hopefully approving!) this AZGFD / WMLF Project as a Categorical Ex-
clusion (CE), the simplest version of a NEPA Process. Let’s hope work can move forward soon!
ROOSEVELT Lake: Who Would’ve Thought It???? While not many of us Trout Bums actually fly fish 
on Roosevelt Lake, we do kind of depend on it as the Queen lake of the whole Salt River chain, feeding 
Apache, Canyon, and Saguaro lakes, the Lower Sal   t River, and the Valley water supply. Turns out the 
area immediately around Roosevelt has been protected from mining operations by a “Withdrawal” 
Process, much like the Uranium Mining Withdrawal Just North of the Grand Canyon. But that 20 
year withdrawal is ending soon! So according to an article in the Payson Roundup (August 20), the 
BLM is processing an application by the BOR to Extend the Withdrawal for another 20 years. “The ex-
tension will continue to protect the Phoenix water supply and facilitate recreational access to the over 
1,000,000 people who visit Lake Roosevelt annually, and allow for the continuation and expansion of 
recreational enhancements .....”. Public comments are being accepted through October 29, 2019. Con-
tact Trout Bum Joe Miller for more information. We’ll propose that DFC submit a Comments Letter 
in support of the Withdrawal, and also provide information for individual drinkers to comment, But 
why can’t they just make these things permanent!
Forest and Watershed Restorations:

Rim Country EIS: UPDATE! The DRAFT US Forest Service 4 FRI Rim Country Environmental State-
ment has been Delayed by the FS and the 4FRI Stakeholders Group, including AZGFD, US Fish & 
Wildlife, Trout Unlimited, and others. It will now be published for a 90 day Public Comment Period 
in Mid-October. DFC Conservation Chair is a very active part of that. The Document will have signifi-
cant Guidance and Analysis for Stream, Riparian Area, and Watershed restoration across the Mogol-
lon Rim. Will affect Many of our streams and lakes. We’ll announce and encourage attendance at the 
yet to be scheduled Public Meetings that are now expected in the November - December timeframe, 
with Comment Period ending in mid. January, 2020..
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reported by

joe miller
questions/comments?

catch me, joe miller at:

jamiller101@gmail.com

928-978-1315
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Continued on page 11



Biomass: The 4 Forest Restoration Initiative Stakeholders Group (4FRI) is now refocusing on this Critical Issue of the removal of by-product Biomass 
or slash from thinning operations for wide-scale Forest thinning and management across all of Arizona. The Biomass simply must be removed, or high 
intensity fire risk remains in place. The thinning is critical to watershed, stream, and lakes protection. Reports as progress is made.
US Forest Service Proposed NEPA Process Revisions: The USFS is currently seeking
to revise and speed up the “rules” they follow in complying with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). New guidelines have been proposed, and a 
public comment period has now Closed. Some of these proposals are good, but some of those new rules may significantly reduce public involvement in and 
even awareness of some of these decision making procedures and those projects. Reportedly some 36,000 comments were received, and again reportedly 
many of those opposed the potential reduction of public awareness and commenting, among other concerns. AZGFD and many conservation organiza-
tions like Trout Unlimited filed Comment letters. We’ll continue to monitor, and will report the USFS response to those comments and their further steps.
Hatcheries

AZGFD is STILL working diligently to Modernize, upgrade and even expand their Hatchery Operations and Facilities in Arizona, in order to better pro-
vide both Improved Recreational Fishing opportunities and their Native Trout programs. Articles reporting plans progress are in preparation, you’ll see 
them right here in this Newsletter. And we’re working on getting updates for DFC by AZGF Personnel. They're really doing this for our Fishing!

Desert Fly Casters

Conservation Report...continued 

DFC SWAP-MEET • 2019
Yup...We all had fun swaped an' bargined  what we could...Nice time!



DATES TO KEEP IN MIND...2019/20

Saturday, September 14, 2019- 06:30 Sharp
Project Healing Waters Outing

Host: Frank the President Guy at: 
sketno1026@hotmail.com   •  or   •   917-414-5428

Wednesday, October 16 thru
Tuesday October 22, 2019

Desert Fly Casters • 57nd Annual
Pescador Extravaganza

Host: Vince Deadmond • The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy
 vince@ajbest.com   •  480 818 1796

September 23-28, 2019
San Juan River Outing

Host: Billy Wingo  •  billy.wingo@phoenix.gov  •   602-451-9459
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Let kids fish...


